
‘Be thou my vision O Lord of my heart... waking or sleeping thy presence my Light’  

Outline Annual Report for All Saints’ QP 1/1/17 to 31/1/17 

In preparing this Report we are particularly aware of marked changes to our Church Family and 

wider Community caused by the loss of certain key individuals during 2017. We also note at the 

outset that we have been in Vacancy since 1st November 2017. 

We began the year still coming to terms with the loss of Father John Tibbs, who died in November 

2016, but looking ahead in a spirit of optimism. A fundraising auction held at St Andrew’s in February 

raised funds for Swaziland Schools and was well supported by members of the Tibbs family and the 

All Saints Community, a clear sign that this project remains close to our hearts.  

Through the year we have continued to be a generous community. The 40 pence for 40 days 

initiative, promoted during Lent, raised a fabulous £670 for the Foodbank; a cause we have 

supported throughout the year. Respectable amounts have been raised by individuals on behalf of 

the Friends of Al Walaja and a cake sale in aid of CHUMS. Groups of people, including some of our 

younger members, raised over £900 for Christian Aid and nearly £700 for the Beds & Herts Historic 

Churches Trust. In addition to the contributions of food following the Harvest Festival, which went to 

the Prebend Street Centre and the Foodbank, we sent a cheque for £140 to the Bishop’s Harvest 

Appeal. The Children’s Society benefited from our generosity to the tune of £280. 

The health of our Church finances has impacted significantly on our Parish life this last year. To 

inform our Church community and help to address our financial challenges, Revd Sonya and 

members of the PCC prepared a short guide to our Church finances. This was presented to the 

congregation in March. In April we held our APCM (Annual Church Meeting) publishing accounts that 

made grim reading. The significant increase in our Parish Share (money paid to the Diocese), 

necessitated by paying to support a full time Priest had resulted in a hefty deficit. In the financial 

year ending 31/12/16 we recorded a loss of over £15,000.00. 

The report for this year (the year ending 31/12/17) shows a much reduced the contributions towards 

our Parish Share. As a result, there appears to be an improvement in our Church financial position, 

however, this is at the expense of our Diocesan responsibilities. 

Aside from concerns about money, a number events, visits and happenings during the year are 

worthy of note.  

Our Lenten activities included a course on ’Spirituality in the Community’, a Choral Passiontide 

Service, an MU group attending the Maundy Thursday service of Chrism at the Abbey and poignant 

Holy Week Services leading to a glorious and extremely well attended Easter Day Eucharist with 

several baptisms. During Lent, Duncan from Christchurch was on placement with us. Two other 

individuals, Revd Nick from Clapham Parish Church and Marcus (Christchurch) spent time with us 

during the early and late summer. An opportunity for us to contribute towards the training and 

experience of these temporary members of our family. 

Towards the end of May, Peggy Watts, a lifetime member of our Church community, died at the ripe 

old age of 96. It was a privilege for many of us to join in celebrating her life and lifelong involvement 

with our Church and Queen’s Park Community. A baptismal bowl given in Peggy’s memory was 

dedicated and used for the first time in August. In addition to the baptism, we had two very well 

attended weddings in August – both on the same day - and the announcement of a third marriage, 

that of Revd Sonya’s to Alan Race (also a Priest). Simultaneously we received the less happy news 

that Revd Sonya would be leaving us at the end of October.  



September also provided a combination of joyful and less happy experiences. The service for the 

beginning of the academic year provided an opportunity to share in the hopes and dreams of those 

continuing training or taking new directions. Over thirty members of our community, young and not 

so young, were anointed as part of this morning Eucharist. A little later in the month, Neslyn and 

Leroy were given a grand send off. This included a service led by the Bishop of Bedford, attended by 

representatives of the local community as well as people from further afield, recognising Neslyn’s 

varied contribution over many years. The service was followed by a splendid lunch in the Community 

Centre.  A couple of weeks later, we thanked Stephanie Bedeau who stood down after over 25 years 

supporting and running our Sunday School. Thankfully the Sunday School continues under confident 

leadership with the addition of a new co-leader following Steph’s ‘retirement’. 

In the final weeks before Revd Sonya’s departure we celebrated Harvest Festival, hosted another 

amazing intergenerational project from the Hear & Now music team and celebrated a special 

baptism. On Revd Sonya’s last day, we made our ‘official farewell’ after morning service over cake 

and bubbly and then in more sombre mood that afternoon, held our Annual All Souls Service with 

major involvement from members of the Befrienders group who helped to read out the list of the 

departed and served refreshments. 

November’s marking of All Saints Day was a little muted as it fell on the first Sunday of our Vacancy. 

Christ the King was celebrated alongside the presentation of prizes to the members of our Sunday 

School and small tokens of thanks to their teachers. Our Advent Carol Service was particularly well 

attended this year. It was paired with an Organ Recital given by Shaun, refreshments being served 

between the two and resulted in donations to the Boiler Fund totalling well over £500. The last two 

major services of the year were both on Christmas Eve – Christingle in the afternoon followed by 

Midnight Mass with a total attendance on the day of nearly 280. At the morning service we made a 

farewell presentation to Shaun who was standing down as our regular organist, Midnight Mass being 

his final service.  

We ended 2017 in Vacancy and without a regular Organist, relying on the help of members of the 

local clergy community. Particular thanks are due to Revd Jane Bass for regularly presiding at our 

Thursday Eucharist, a service supported by members of our MU among other. The various clergy on 

the Sunday cover rota are doing a brilliant job and are supported by our invaluable ‘behind the 

scenes team’. Morning Prayer is carrying on in the Vacancy with complete reliance on lay leadership. 

Our Sung Evensongs continue without a Priest for the time being. As a Church Community we record 

the debt we owe to the people who turn up Sunday by Sunday as well as during the week and do the 

jobs we don’t notice unless they are left undone. A huge thank you to all of you.  

‘Through all the changing scenes of life, in trouble and in joy, the praises of my God shall still my 

heart and tongue employ’ 

  

 


